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Welcome 

Thank you for joining us today.

Let’s start with a little phonics challenge -

Can you read this word-

ghot



Did you know?
The English Language has: 

26 letters

44 sounds

Over 100 ways to spell those sounds. 

As a result reading unfamiliar words can be very challenging.

ghot

fish

• gh – f as in enough

• o – i as in women

• t – sh as in nation

Hopefully now you can see why Phonics is a puzzle to be solved. That’s why teaching phonics in 
Reception and KS1 is so important. (and into KS2 as needed)



What is Phonics and why do we teach 
Phonics at OPA? 

Phonics taught in a structured way, is generally accepted to be 
the most effective  way to teach reading and writing.

Children at OPA are taught how to:

• Recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes (pure 
sound)

• Identify the sounds that letter combinations (digraphs) make  
e.g. ch,sh,th,qu

• Blend sounds together to read words (c – a – t = cat)

• Segment sounds to spell and write words (cat – c – a – t)



What does it all mean? 

A quick guide to key vocabulary when referring to Phonics

phonics (also known as ‘synthetic phonics’) – The teaching of reading by developing awareness of 
the sounds in words and the corresponding letters used to represent those sounds.

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the English language.

grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than one way to spell a phoneme. 
For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in each of the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, 
‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

digraph – a grapheme made from 2 letters but still one sound e.g. cow

trigraph – a grapheme made from 3 letters but still one sound e.g. light

letter names – the name of the letters in the alphabet.

blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.g. 
‘c -'a' - t'= cat

segmenting – Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in order to spell them, e.g. ‘cat = c - a - t’’



Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised

In September 2021 we adopted the Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds revised program for all pupils in Reception and Year 1. This 
is a government validated program as it meets all the requirements 
for teaching reading and phonics. It also has plans and resources 
for children beyond Year 2 which can be used as needed. 

The Little Wandle website has some great videos for parents and 
carers that show how we are teaching pupils to read. 

www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

http://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Phase 2 

In Phase 2 pupils begin to learn 19 letters sounds and match them 
to the graphemes (the way they are written)

Children will learn up to 4 new graphemes per week.

Each week a sticker will appear in your child’s Reading Record 
with the new sounds they have been learning. Please go through 
these at home, discussing how to form them correctly, what sound 
they make and seeing if they can recall the sound when you point 
to them. 

You can also spend time spotting these graphemes in words or 
identifying words that have that initial sound. E.g. they have 
learned s, can you think of any other words with s in them?



Phase 2 

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


Tricky Words

• Children will also learn to read the 
tricky’ words starting with the words 
the, to, go, I, no, which cannot be 
read phonetically.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsou
nds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Phase 2 – Reading Books 

Here at OPA children have reading books matched to the 
phonetic knowledge. 

Pupils in Reception will start the term with a non-worded 
book. 

As they learn the first sets of sounds in their phonic           
lessons they will be given a reading book that is            
carefully matched to the sounds they have been        
learning in school.



Phase 3
• Phase 3 usually lasts around 12 weeks. Children are taught more 

graphemes. 

https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc

https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


Phase 3
• Children will then move on to blending and segmenting two-

syllable words such as cooker, eating, broken.

• Tricky words also continue to be taught.



Phase 4
• By Phase 4, children are able to represent each of 44 phonemes 

with a grapheme. Children will be able to read CVC words and 
begin to segment them to spell them.

• Phase 4 is consolidation of children’s knowledge. Children also 
move on to blending and segmenting using adjacent 
consonants, e.g. st, sp, tr, br, spr, str in words such as string, blow, 
train.

• More tricky words will                                                                             
be taught.                                                                                         



Phase 5
In year 1 children focus on the alternate spellings of sounds the have already learnt 

in phase 3.



Learning all the variations! 

• In phase 5 children learn that the same phoneme can be 
represented in more than one way:

burn 

first 

term

heard

work



Reading 

• Children’s books are match to their phonetic knowledge.

• The books are grouped into phases and are fully decodable books.

• Reading practice sessions take place three times a week in reception 
and twice a week in Year 1.

• The reading practice sessions have been designed to focus on three 
key reading skills:

• decoding

• prosody – reading with meaning, stress and intonation

• comprehension – understanding the text.



Reading Diary 



Ebooks

Children also have access to the Collins 
Ebook library where they can read books 
allocated to them by their class teachers. 

They will be allocated a book band where 
they can read further books matched to 
their phonics level at home. 

Children will have the login details for their 
personal ebooks inside their Reading 
Record.



What can you do to help at home?

• Read their reading book regularly – please always record in 
your child’s reading record when you have read with them at 
home.

• Recap tricky words and sounds they have been sent home with 
in their reading records.

• Reading – share you love for literature.

• Read books they love!

• Play a blending game by talking to them in segmented

words, for example ‘Please g-e-t the m-i-l-k’.  



Any questions? 



Quotes 


